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PROGRAM

Welcome and Introduction of Guests  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  Theresa M� Lee
Dean

Special Recognition  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  Cynthia B� Peterson
Interim Associate Dean for Academic Personnel

 Holders of Professorships in the College
 Newly Appointed, Promoted, and Tenured Faculty

Presentation of Awards

 Faculty Advising Service Awards  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  � Melissa M� Parker
Director of Advising Services

 Excellence in Research and Creative Achievement Awards�  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  Christine R� Boake
Associate Dean for Research, Graduate Studies, and Facilities

 Interdepartmental Collaboration in Scholarship and Research Award�  �  �  �  �  �  Christine R� Boake

 Excellence in Teaching Awards�  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  � Robert J� Hinde
Associate Dean for Academic Programs

 James R� and Nell W� Cunningham Outstanding Teaching Award  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  � Robert J� Hinde

 Diversity Leadership Award  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  � Robert J� Hinde

 Faculty Academic Outreach Awards   �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  Theresa M� Lee

 Lorayne W� Lester Award �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  Theresa M� Lee

 Outstanding Service Award   �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  Theresa M� Lee

 College Marshal  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  Theresa M� Lee

Closing Remarks  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  Theresa M� Lee



2 COLLEGE OF ARTS & SCIENCES WINTER CONVOCATION 3

FACULTY ADVISING AWARDS

The College of Arts and Sciences sponsors an award to recognize two faculty members for their 
excellence in undergraduate advising. This recognition provides rewards for past achievement and 
encourages future resourceful and creative efforts in departmental advising.

ChARLeS R. COLLINS, associate professor of mathematics, is recognized for his work as 
undergraduate director of the Department of Mathematics from 2005 through August 2012� In 
this role, Professor Collins oversaw departmental advising, serving as a resource to both faculty 
advisors and undergraduates on a daily basis� During his tenure as undergraduate director, the 
number of majors rose steadily as Professor Collins met with prospective majors, transfer students, 
and students interested in adding second majors and minors� In addition, Professor Collins made 
an impact on students and programs far beyond the department� For the past seven years, he 
represented the math department in updating other units on math curriculum and placement issues�  
Every summer he was on-call to assist new students and advisors from across the campus as they 
struggled through math placement questions involving AP credit, ACT/SAT scores, and appropriate 
courses by major�
 Conrad Plaut, head of the Department of Mathematics, says Professor Collins’s dedication to 
advising was the result of a “sincere concern to help students navigate what many of them saw as 
dangerous waters� A vast number of students have benefited from his expert, common-sense advice 
and his commitment to help students whenever possible; through these students, he has indirectly 
made the entire university a better place for education�”
 Professor Collins earned a PhD from the University of Minnesota and joined the mathematics 
faculty in in 1993�

CASeY SAMS, associate professor of theatre, is honored for her role as the Department of Theatre’s 
director of undergraduate studies� In this capacity, Professor Sams advises the largest share of 
majors and supervises the department’s overall advising, recruitment, and policy implementation 
efforts� Calvin MacLean, head of the Department of Theatre, notes that he has seen a positive 
change in the atmosphere of the undergraduate program over the past six years, and he gives much 
credit to Professor Sams� Through her efforts, he says, “undergraduates feel involved, valued, and 
considered�” Her advising and curriculum expertise within the department and the positive feedback 
provided by the students she personally advises, counsels, and encourages has earned her praise 
and accolades� In 2008, Professor Sams received the Chancellor’s Award for Excellence in Advising�   
 In describing her philosophy of advising, she has said, “Through advising, I can give a student 
the chance to imagine and create their own self-determined future� I do that first and foremost by 
listening� The most important thing I do as an advisor—the most potentially life-changing thing—is 
give students a chance to frame their ideas about their lives and education and speak their minds 
about what they want to achieve�” The college recognizes Professor Sams for her commitment to 
empowering students to develop plans to determine their academic and career path�
 Professor Sams earned her MA from Pennsylvania State University and joined the Department of 
Theatre faculty in 2003�

eXCeLLeNCe IN  
ReSeARCh & CReATIVe AChIeVeMeNT

The College of Arts and Sciences sponsors two awards to recognize the achievements of individual 
faculty members in creative activity, scholarship, and research. The junior award is for a faculty 
member who has spent less than ten years since receiving the terminal degree; winners’ efforts 
show the promise of developing national and international recognition through quality work 
placed in venues of note and with appropriate funding support. The senior award is for a faculty 
member with ten years or more since the terminal degree; winners’ efforts have received significant 
national and international recognition over a period of time in response to a strong body of work 
with publications, performances, exhibitions, and/or presentations in prestigious venues and with 
appropriate funding support.

JON P. CAMDeN, assistant professor of chemistry, is a recipient of the Junior Faculty Research/
Creative Achievement Award� He investigates problems in the fields of the optical properties of 
nanoparticles, ultrasensitive detection methods, and fundamental dynamics of simple chemical 
reactions� He uses both empirical methods and theoretical calculations� Although he has been at 
UT for only four years, Professor Camden has developed a vigorous research program in which he 
is training postdocs as well as graduate and undergraduate students� He has received substantial 
support from both the Department of Energy and the National Science Foundation (NSF), including 
a prestigious CAREER award from the NSF earlier this year� He is publishing in top journals and 
serves on the board of directors for the East Tennessee section of the American Chemical Society� 
He is also an accomplished musician�
 Professor Camden received his PhD in physical chemistry from Stanford University� He joined the 
chemistry faculty in 2008�

AIMée T. CLASSeN, associate professor of ecology and evolutionary biology, is a recipient of the 
Junior Faculty Research/Creative Achievement Award� She studies the ecological effects of global 
climate change, with an emphasis on the roles of soil microbes in nutrient cycles� The relationship 
between ecological processes below- and above-ground is a highly important emerging field in 
which Professor Classen is a leader� She has developed a variety of successful collaborations, both 
in the United States and overseas� She is a particularly effective mentor; her students consistently 
win the most competitive national fellowships and other research support, and they are publishing 
important papers� She serves as an editor for two top journals in her field and is associate editor of a 
third major journal�
 Professor Classen received her PhD in biological sciences from Northern Arizona University� She 
joined the faculty of the Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology in 2008�

DAVID G. ANDeRSON, professor of anthropology, is a recipient of the Senior Faculty Research/
Creative Achievement Award� He is an archaeologist who specializes in the prehistory of the 
southeastern United States� He studies interactions between humans and climate change during 
prehistoric periods, a time range going back 15,000 to 20,000 years that includes glaciation 
of much of North America� In a field that is not known for its funding opportunities, Professor 
Anderson has been extraordinarily successful in obtaining external support for his research� He has 
published numerous papers in top journals, as well as seven books� He has a distinguished record 
of professional service� He is committed to making archaeological data widely available and was 
instrumental in creating a national database that records the evidence for early human activities in 
the Americas�
 Professor Anderson received his PhD in anthropology from the University of Michigan� He joined 
the anthropology faculty in 2004�
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GReGORY L. STUART, professor of psychology, is a recipient of the Senior Faculty Research/
Creative Achievement Award� He studies both the causes and treatment of family violence, with a 
particular emphasis on the role of substance abuse in such violence� He is conducting longitudinal 
studies of family violence by examining child abuse and neglect, teen dating violence, and abuse 
of the elderly� This work is extremely well-funded� His most recent project involves both mentoring 
junior faculty here at UT and at other universities and investigating the role of certain candidate 
genes in treatment outcomes� He is an excellent mentor, advising everyone from undergraduates to 
faculty� He has published widely and prolifically, with many papers co-authored with those whom he 
has mentored; he serves on many editorial boards and is editor-in-chief of one journal�
 Professor Stuart received his PhD from the University of Michigan� He joined the psychology 
faculty in 2008� 

The College Convocation Award for the Development of Interdepartmental Collaboration in 
Scholarship and Research recognizes new collaborative efforts within the College of Arts and 
Sciences. At least two departments in the college should be involved, preferably representing 
different divisions. The award is specifically aimed at recognizing and encouraging collaborative 
efforts that are still being developed.

MATTheW A. COOPeR, assistant professor of psychology, JIM C. hALL, associate professor 
of biochemistry and cellular and molecular biology, and RebeCCA A. PROSSeR, professor of 
biochemistry and cellular and molecular biology, are this year’s award recipients� The three 
awardees have brought together a group of researchers from the greater Knoxville area to enhance 
neuroscience research, education, and outreach� This group, called NeuroNET (Neuroscience 
Network of East Tennessee), has members from at least four colleges, UT Medical Center, and ORNL� 
In addition, the awardees are developing a collaborative research program on the neurobiology of 
stress� The collaboration on stress research has resulted in a NARSAD Young Investigator grant for 
Professor Cooper, in which Professor Prosser is named as the mentor� The neurobiology initiative has 
resulted in a proposal for a new interdisciplinary major in neuroscience, and undergraduate students 
have already established a Neuroscience Club with more than forty members�
 Professor Cooper received the PhD in biological psychology from the University of Georgia; he 
joined UT as an assistant professor in 2007� Professor Hall received the PhD in neuroscience from the 
University of Illinois and joined UT as an assistant professor in 1989� Professor Prosser received the 
PhD in neuroscience from the University of Illinois; she joined UT as an assistant professor in 1993�

INTeRDePARTMeNTAL COLLAbORATION 
IN SChOLARShIP AND ReSeARCh AWARD

eXCeLLeNCe IN TeAChING

The College of Arts and Sciences recognizes outstanding classroom teaching by full-time, tenured, 
tenure-track faculty and lecturers through three annual awards: one for full time lecturers, one for 
faculty with less than ten years of teaching service, and another for faculty with ten or more years of 
service. These awards display the college’s commitment to supporting professional development and 
promoting excellence in classroom teaching.

SALVADOR bARTeRA, a lecturer in the Department of Classics, receives a Lecturer Excellence in 
Teaching Award� Students frequently describe his courses as “very difficult but very rewarding” 
and say that Professor Bartera stretches their understanding of languages� Mindful that the 
college’s lower-division Greek and Latin courses satisfy the cultures and civilizations requirement 
of the university’s general education curriculum, Professor Bartera takes pains to weave into his 
courses opportunities for students to learn about the cultures of ancient Greece and Rome� It is not 
uncommon for Professor Bartera’s former students to write the Department of Classics, years after 
their graduation, to express their gratitude for his dedication to their learning�
 Professor Bartera received his PhD from the University of Virginia and has been a lecturer in the 
Department of Classics since 2006�

WILLIAM A. JeNNINGS, a lecturer in the Department of Political Science, receives a Lecturer 
Excellence in Teaching Award� Professor Jennings routinely opens his political science classes with 
an invitation for students to discuss a topic from the week’s news that bears on the day’s lecture� He 
does this not only to help create an atmosphere of active engagement, in which students participate 
fully in the course, but also to remind students that the discipline of political science affects their 
daily lives in a multitude of ways� Professor Jennings developed an entirely new course focusing on 
South Asian politics and piloted it twice as a special topics offering� Student response to the course 
was so positive, the course will soon earn its own number and become part of the department’s 
regular offerings�
 Professor Jennings received his PhD from the University of South Carolina and has been a 
lecturer in the Department of Political Science since 2003�

TRICIA ReDekeR hePNeR, associate professor of anthropology, receives a 2012 Junior Faculty 
Teaching Award� Professor Redeker Hepner’s students uniformly remark that her courses are among 
the most challenging and intellectually stimulating they have taken at the university� She exemplifies 
the role of “teacher–scholar” by using examples from her own field research to illustrate key 
concepts and theories in cultural anthropology� The Gulu Study and Service Abroad Program that 
Professor Redeker Hepner co-designed and co-leads is routinely mentioned by participants as a life-
changing educational experience� Students who complete Professor Redeker Hepner’s courses say 
they understand what it means to be a “citizen of the world�”
 Professor Redeker Hepner received her PhD from Michigan State University and joined the 
anthropology faculty in 2006�

eLISAbeTh e. SChUSSLeR, assistant professor of ecology and evolutionary biology, receives a 2012 
Junior Faculty Teaching Award� As director of biology teaching and learning, Professor Schussler 
is spearheading an overhaul of the college’s lower-division biology courses to emphasize active 
learning techniques and inquiry-based laboratories� At the same time, she is incorporating rigorous 
assessments into the biology curriculum to help faculty members measure student learning in their 
courses� As a teacher of teachers, Professor Schussler organizes workshops, seminars, and reading 
groups that help faculty members and graduate teaching assistants learn about modern pedagogical 
techniques�
 Professor Schussler received her PhD from Louisiana State University and joined the faculty of 
the Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology in 2009�

eXCeLLeNCe IN  
ReSeARCh & CReATIVe AChIeVeMeNT
(continued)
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JeRzY DYDAk, professor of mathematics, receives this year’s Senior Faculty Teaching Award� 
Professor Dydak is widely considered one of the most innovative teachers in the Department of 
Mathematics� An example of one of his innovative approaches is the establishment of an online 
“homework cloud” to which students upload their completed assignments for others to view�  
Because Professor Dydak gives each student individualized homework assignments, the cloud is not 
an avenue for plagiarism; instead, it helps build a learning community in the course as students learn 
from one another creative and unusual ways to approach mathematics problems� Students routinely 
describe Professor Dydak’s courses as hotbeds of active learning where they hone their problem-
solving skills both as individuals and through group efforts�
 Professor Dydak earned a PhD in mathematics from the University of Warsaw and joined the 
mathematics faculty in 1984�

The James R. and Nell W. Cunningham Outstanding Teaching Award was established in 1998 to 
honor tenured faculty members in the College of Arts and Sciences who demonstrate outstanding 
classroom teaching. Mr. and Mrs. Cunningham both attended the University of Tennessee, Knoxville. 
Mr. Cunningham, having previously studied at the Martin campus, received degrees in history and law 
at the Knoxville campus. Mrs. Cunningham studied English.

MARY e. PAPke, professor of English, receives one of the college’s 2012 Cunningham Outstanding 
Teaching Awards� Professor Papke’s students routinely describe her courses as among the best and 
most challenging they have taken at the university� They also say she brings an uncommon level of 
energy and vitality to class every day� In every course she teaches, whether a lower-division survey 
of American literature or a graduate-level course in feminist literary theory, Professor Papke sets as 
her goal the development of students into discerning critics, critical writers, and questioning readers�  
Student evaluations of her courses indicate that she succeeds beyond her wildest dreams�
 Professor Papke received her PhD from McGill University and joined the Department of English 
as an assistant professor in 1988�

RANDALL L. SMALL, associate professor of ecology and evolutionary biology, also receives one 
of the college’s 2012 Cunningham Outstanding Teaching Awards� He teaches biology and ecology 
courses from the 100 level to the 600 level and is a mainstay of the college’s lower-division biology 
offerings� Textbooks for introductory natural sciences courses are notoriously thick and fact-laden, 
and there is a temptation to race through the text in an effort to “cover the material�” Professor 
Small resists this temptation and focuses instead on developing students’ critical thinking skills� He 
emphasizes the conceptual and historical underpinnings of biology, both to help students construct 
a mental framework into which the facts “fit” and to emphasize that biology is an evolving field that 
changes as biologists learn more about the living world�
 Professor Small received his PhD from Iowa State University and joined the UT faculty in 1999�

JAMeS R. & NeLL W. CUNNINGhAM 
OUTSTANDING TeAChING AWARD

DIVeRSITY LeADeRShIP AWARD

The Diversity Leadership Award was established to recognize the extraordinary efforts of a staff 
or faculty member of the College of Arts and Sciences who supports the college’s and university’s 
commitment to diversity.

JOSePh R. MILeS, assistant professor of psychology, receives this year’s Diversity Leadership Award� 
Professor Miles played a key role in bringing the technique of intergroup dialogue to the UT campus� 
Intergroup dialogues bring together individuals from groups that have historically been in conflict 
and, through careful facilitation by a trained dialogue leader, encourage participants to engage one 
another in a genuine attempt to create mutual understanding� Professor Miles has also served as a 
campus Safe Zone trainer and has been invited to conduct diversity training for graduate classes in 
the College of Veterinary Medicine� Off-campus, Professor Miles plays a leadership role in the Knox 
County Health Department’s Health Equity Action Team, which addresses race- and class-based 
health disparities�
 Professor Miles received his PhD from the University of Maryland, College Park, and joined the 
psychology faculty in 2010�

eXCeLLeNCe IN TeAChING
(continued)

FACULTY ACADeMIC OUTReACh AWARDS

The College of Arts and Sciences sponsors two annual awards to recognize extraordinary 
accomplishments in academic outreach scholarship by full-time, tenured, and tenure-track faculty. 
These awards acknowledge the college’s commitment to community engagement through its 
missions of teaching, research and creative activity, and service.

kRISTINA C. GORDON, professor of psychology, is a recipient of a faculty award for academic 
outreach� The award recognizes the extraordinary contributions her research has on understanding 
marital relationships and marital interventions to improve marriages and individual health� Her 
research addresses real-world issues, and she applies her research in ways to make a difference 
in the lives of people in the community� Professor Gordon has collaborated with colleagues from 
Duke University on a grant from the National Cancer Institute to provide a couples-based smoking 
cessation program to Latino males whose wives are pregnant� Professor Gordon recognized that the 
stress involved with pregnancy and quitting smoking increased the likelihood of relapse� She also 
introduced a relationship check-up program to the Cherokee Health Systems and has marketed it to 
couples as a normal health care service to spread the message about the importance of relationship 
health in the community�
 Noting that economic stress is a critical component to martial challenges, Professor Gordon 
has partnered with Workforce Connections to provide couples help in obtaining better employment 
and with financial budgeting and planning� She also works with the Family Justice Center to provide 
information about resources to all the couples she encounters in return for their consultation and aid 
when evidence of intimate partner violence is identified in the course of the project� Together with 
these partners, Professor Gordon aims to reach more than 600 couples in our community over the 
next three years� This work will have a significant impact not only on the couples themselves, but 
also on their children and the models the children carry into their own relationships—as well as the 
community as a whole�
 Professor Gordon received a PhD in clinical psychology from the University of North Carolina, 
Chapel Hill, and joined the UT faculty in 1999�
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FACULTY ACADeMIC OUTReACh AWARDS

ChRISTINA ShePARDSON, associate professor of religious studies, is a recipient of a faculty 
award for academic outreach� With lecture titles like “Meeting the First Muslims: Seventh-Century 
Christians and the End of the World” and “Whose Bible is Right? The Politics of Biblical Translations,” 
speaking about religion in East Tennessee might be a challenge to some, but Professor Shepardson, 
an energetic and engaging speaker, manages to weave her research into talks related to biblical 
interpretation, and she handles it with aplomb and enthusiasm� She regularly presents topics 
related to her research at the O’Connor Senior Center, Good Shepherd Episcopal Church, the 
Greek Orthodox Church, the Tennessee Valley Unitarian-Universalists Church, the Heska Amuna 
Synagogue, and the Rationalists of East Tennessee� While many of her public lectures take place 
in Knoxville, Professor Shepardson has also been invited to present her research  at Vanderbilt 
University, the University of South Carolina, and the Catholic University of America�
 Professor Shepardson received a PhD in early Christianity from Duke University and joined the 
UT faculty in 2003�

MARILYN kALLeT, professor of English, is a recipient of a faculty award for academic outreach� 
Professor Kallet has organized and operated the Young Writers’ Institute (YWI), a daylong series of 
workshops that bring in area middle and high school students and teachers to campus for intensive 
writing work� What began as a small workshop has now served more than 2,500 people and is being 
replicated at other colleges and universities throughout the region� Offering workshops in every 
type of writing, including fiction, poetry, screenwriting, songwriting, memoir, genre writing, and 
performance poetry, the YWI will be celebrating its twentieth anniversary next year� Teachers who 
attend are not only given the opportunity to participate as writers, but also exposed to new ideas 
in writing pedagogy that are passed down to their students� By exposing students to other creative 
writers at the YWI and sharing her own work, Professor Kallet helps them find their own voice�
 Outside the Young Writer’s Institute, Professor Kallet also organizes workshops, talks, and 
storytelling circles� She has led workshops for cancer survivors, participated in the Family Literacy 
program at Clinton Elementary School, and delivered a talk on poetry and Jewish identity at the 
O’Conner Senior Center�
 Professor Kallet earned a PhD in comparative literature from Rutgers University� She joined the 
UT faculty in 1981�

(continued)

The Lorayne W. Lester Award was established in 2002 by the College of Arts and Sciences’ Board 
of Visitors to honor Lester for her dedicated service and leadership as dean from 1996 to 2002. This 
annual award recognizes a faculty or staff member who has demonstrated outstanding service to UT, 
the college, or any of the various constituencies reached locally, statewide, or nationally.

JOhN kOONTz, professor of biochemistry and cellular and molecular biology, received a BA in 
biology from Earlham College in 1966 and a PhD from the University of Kentucky in 1974� He joined the 
UT faculty in 1981 after holding a postdoctoral fellowship and teaching for the University of Colorado 
Health Science Center in Denver� He served as head of the Department of Biochemistry from 1992 
to 1995 and continued his service as head for another five years after the department underwent 
restructuring in 1995 and became the Department of Biochemistry and Cellular and Molecular Biology 
(BCMB)� He served as director of the Division of Biology from 2000 to 2002 and again from 2005 to 
2008� Professor Koontz was selected to serve as interim dean of the College of Education, Health, and 
Human Sciences when the college was established in 2002 and did so until 2004�
 Professor Koontz was the 2011–2012 chair of the University Undergraduate Council and served 
as BCMB’s representative to the Faculty Senate from 2009 to 2012� He currently heads the Faculty 
Senate’s Athletics Committee and serves on the Top 25 Undergraduate Education Committee and 
the Tennessee Teaching and Learning Consortium�
 Throughout his tenure at UT—including times when he had substantial administrative 
responsibilities—Professor Koontz maintained an interest in teaching and pedagogy� He has been an 
advocate for the effective use of technology in the classroom and was an active participant in the 
university’s pilot trials for clickers� He continues to use clickers in the classroom to reinforce student 
learning and provide real-time feedback on mastery of concepts� When UT implemented the use of 
Blackboard, he encouraged many biology faculty to work with the Office of Information Technology 
to take advantage of the new web-based interface as another tool for teaching�

LORAYNe W. LeSTeR AWARD

The Outstanding Service Award was established to recognize extraordinary service to advancing the 
mission and goals of the College of Arts and Sciences.

STUART RIGGSbY, former dean of the College of Arts and Sciences and professor emeritus of 
microbiology, earned a PhD in molecular biology and biophysics from Yale in 1964� After working 
for the Air Force Weapons Laboratory and Oak Ridge National Laboratory, he joined the UT 
faculty in 1969 as assistant professor, rising to full professor in 1979� He became associate head 
of microbiology in 1987 and served as a mentor to young scientists by serving as director of the 
Tennessee Governor’s School from 1991 to 1994� He was associate dean of the college from 1997 until 
he was appointed interim dean in 2002� He led the college as dean from 2003 to 2004�
 Regardless of the title he held, Professor Riggsby embraced the liberal arts, fine arts, and 
sciences equally� Although trained in the sciences, he always had a deep appreciation for the arts� At 
the time of his appointment as dean, Provost Susan Martin noted that Professor Riggsby’s breadth 
of knowledge and interests mirrored the breadth of the college itself� He has always stood out for 
being immersed in both science and the arts, and while at UT, Professor Riggsby actively served on 
committees that affected all divisions of the college�  
 Since retiring in 2005, Professor Riggsby, along with his wife Katherine, has continued to be 
actively involved with the university and the college� They led the way in making the first substantial 
contribution to the National Endowment for the Humanities Challenge Grant that made the creation 
of the MARCO Institute possible� They also have contributed to the Clarence Brown Theatre and the 
Department of Microbiology� They recently established an endowment aimed at assisting students 
with travel and research expenses�

OUTSTANDING SeRVICe AWARD
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COLLeGe MARShAL

Each year, the College of Arts and Sciences recognizes a member of its senior faculty who has 
demonstrated outstanding service to the college and UT. This person is asked to serve as College 
Marshal and thereby represents the college at Winter Convocation and at the spring and fall 
commencement ceremonies. This designation is the highest honor bestowed by the college to a 
faculty member.

hARRY (hAP) Y. McSWeeN, distinguished professor of science and Chancellor’s Professor in the 
Department of Earth and Planetary Sciences, is this year’s College Marshal� Professor McSween 
received a BS in chemistry from the Citadel, an MS in geology from the University of Georgia, 
and a PHD in geology from Harvard University� He joined the faculty of the Department of Earth 
and Planetary Sciences in 1977 after serving as a graduate research assistant for the Smithsonian 
Center for Astrophysics� He was promoted to associate professor in 1982 and to professor in 1987� 
From 1987 to 1997 and from 2007 to 2009, Professor McSween served as head of the department� 
He was selected to serve as interim dean of the College of Arts and Sciences during the 2004–
2005 academic year and again in 2011� He has often been called on to serve on university-wide 
committees, including the University Curriculum Committee and the Distinguished Scientist 
Committee for the UT/ORNL Science Alliance� He has chaired searches for the chancellor, the 
provost, directors, and department heads�
 While serving UT and the college, Professor McSween continues to work extensively on his 
research� He most recently served as co-investigator for the Dawn Asteroid Orbiter Mission (2007–
2012), as co-investigator for Mars Odyssey Mission THEMIS (2001–2012), and as co-investigator for 
Mars Exploration Rovers (2000–2012)�  For the last two years, he has also been involved with NASA’s 
cosmochemistry program and meteorite petrogenesis�
 Although Professor McSween has earned accolades for his service and research, he remains 
dedicated to teaching and mentoring students� He regularly teaches undergraduate courses and 
graduate seminars covering topics like igneous and metamorphic petrology, volcanology, meteoritics 
and cosmochemistry, and Mars exploration� He has supervised more than fifty PhD, MS, and postdoc 
students� He has received the Sigma Gamma Epsilon Departmental Teaching Award, the GeoClub’s 
Outstanding Professor Award and UT’s Alexander Prize�
 Professor McSween was named a fellow of the Association for the Advancement of Science 
(2008), the American Geophysical Union (2006), and the American Academy of Arts and Sciences 
(2002)� In 2012, he was awarded the J� Lawrence Smith Medal from the National Academy of the 
Sciences in recognition of his pioneering studies of the parent planets of meteorites and his work  
on the geological history of Mars using studies of Martian meteorites and spacecraft missions to  
the planet�

Betty Lynn Hendrickson ProfessorsHiPs
shih-Lung shaw, Geography
Jon d. shefner, Sociology

Lindsay young ProfessorsHiPs                                      
stephen H. Blackwell,  
 Modern Foreign Languages and Literatures
La Vinia d. Jennings, English 
gregory B. kaplan,  
 Modern Foreign Languages and Literatures
Vejas Liulevicius, History
Michael Lofaro, English
robert e. stillman, English 
aleydis Van de Moortel, Classics

JaMes r. cox ProfessorsHiPs
Bill Black, Theatre
Beauvais Lyons, Art 
gary f. Mccracken,  
 Ecology and Evolutionary Biology
nate J. sanders,  
 Ecology and Evolutionary Biology

 
 
 
 

distinguisHed Professors in tHe HuManities
Palmira J. Brummett, History
thomas e. Burman, History
adrian del caro,  
 Modern Foreign Languages and Literatures
ernest f. freeberg, History
stanton B. garner, Jr., English
dorothy M. Habel, Art
Michael H. Handelsman,  
 Modern Foreign Languages and Literatures
david a. reidy, Philosophy

distinguisHed Professors in tHe sciences
Bruce e. Bursten, Chemistry
sergey gavrilets,  
 Ecology and Evolutionary Biology
Louis J. gross, Ecology and Evolutionary Biology
Harry y. Mcsween, Earth and Planetary Sciences
gary s. sayler, Microbiology
Jan f. simek, Anthropology

cHanceLLor’s Professors
Jeffrey M. Becker, Microbiology
sally P. Horn, Geography
suzanne M. Lenhart, Mathematics
Beauvais Lyons, Art
Harry y. Mcsween, Earth and Planetary Sciences

PROFeSSORShIPS

africana studies
Kofi R� Barima
Jorge L� Serrano

art
Can I� Birand
Yan Geng
 
chemistry
Steven R� Neal
 

english
Lance M� Dean 
Katrina M� Harack 
John E� Jarvis
Taryn L� Norman 
Joshua J� Robbins 
Anne M� Snellen 
Charles C� Stivers

History
Marya T� Green-Mercado
 
Mathematics
Brian J� Stevens
Gregory A� Wright
 

Music
Ryan S� McCormack
 
Modern foreign  
Languages and Literatures
Pedro E� Tomas-Mitchell
Jill K� Haynes
Katherine L� Bevins
Thorsten Huth

Philosophy
Alexander M� Feldt
Lisa H� Hicks
Heather E� Libby
Margaret E� Moore
Michael Woods Nash

NeW FULL-TIMe LeCTUReRS
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anthropology
Joanne Lorraine Devlin
Lee M� Jantz
De Ann Pendry

Biochemistry and  
Molecular and cellular Biology
Purnima D� Pinnaduwage

Biology
Stanley Z� Guffey

earth and Planetary sciences
William Deane

ecology and evolutionary Biology
John Mark Alston

english
Robin J� Barrow
Marcel Hans Brouwers
Sally C� Harris
James Kenneth Hewitson
Laurie B� Knox
Kelli D� MacCartey
Douglas K� McKinstry
Elizabeth G� Meredith
Samantha Ann Murphy
Robin Jean Gray Nicks
Elizabeth Yvonne Pelletier
Carrie Louise Sheffield
Robert C� Spirko

Mathematics
Kenneth L� Bonee
Jennifer C� Fowler
Robert W� Guest
Malissa Meadows Peery
Kimberly A� Smith

Microbiology
Elizabeth F� McPherson

Modern foreign Languages and Literatures
Renee D� D’Elia-Zunino
Susan Edwards Edmundson
Laura M� Trujillo

Music
Keith R� Brown
Harold B� Holloway

Political science
James C� Gilchrist

Psychology
Elizabeth Carol Johnson Cooper

religious studies
Randal Hepner

PROMOTION TO SeNIOR LeCTUReR

BiocHeMistry and  
ceLLuLar and MoLecuLar BioLogy
Joshua n. Bembenek received a PhD in 
biomedical sciences from the University of Texas 
Southwestern Medical Center� He previously 
held a postdoctoral position at the University 
of Michigan� His research is in the area of cell 
biology and it focuses on investigating the 
coordinated regulation of cell division and 
chromosome inheritance, which is a fundamental 
process of all nucleated cells�

tessa M. Burch-smith earned a PhD in molecular 
biology from Yale University� Previously, she was 
a Miller Postdoctoral Fellow and then a research 
associate at the University of California, Berkeley� 
In her research, she investigates intercellular 
communication in plants, with a focus on the role 
of plasmodesmata�

cLassics
athanassios Vergados holds a PhD in classics 
from the University of Virginia and taught at 
Franklin and Marshall College before holding a 
two-year Humboldt Fellowship in Heidelberg� 
His research is focused on the literary, cultural, 
and conceptual matrix of archaic Greek poetry� 
His first book, A Commentary on the Homeric 
Hymn to Hermes (De Gruyter, 2012) appeared 
this month�

eartH and PLanetary sciences
colin d. sumrall received a PhD in invertebrate 
paleontology from the University of Texas in 
1996� He held positions as a visiting faculty 
member at Tulane University and as a curator 
of the fossil collection at the Cincinnati Museum 
before joining UT as a lecturer in 2002� While 
serving as a lecturer, he developed a very strong 
research program, which led to his new position 
as an assistant professor in the UT Department 
of Earth and Planetary Sciences in fall 2012�

ecoLogy and eVoLutionary BioLogy
Joseph k. Bailey holds a PhD in biology from 
Northern Arizona University and previously held 
positions as a research assistant professor at 
the University of Tennessee and as a lecturer at 
the University of Tasmania� His research is in the 
area of community genetics, an emerging field 
in ecology that is directed toward understanding 
the functioning of biological systems from the 
level of genes to ecosystems�

engLisH
Lisa M. king holds a PhD in English from the 
University of Kansas� Previously an assistant 
professor at the University of Hawaii, Manoa, she 
specializes in composition, cultural rhetorics, and 
American Indian rhetorics and literatures�
 
tanita saenkhum received a PhD in English 
with a concentration in rhetoric, composition, 
and linguistics at Arizona State University�  She 
specializes in English as a second language�

History
Luke e. Harlow holds a PhD from Rice University 
and is a scholar of the intellectual and religious 
history of the American Civil War era� Before 
coming to UT, he was assistant professor of 
history at Oakland University� His Religion, Race, 
and the Making of Confederate Kentucky, 1830–
1880 is currently under contract with Cambridge 
University Press�
 
MatHeMatics
tuoc V. Plan received a PhD in mathematics 
from the University of Minnesota in 2007� He 
previously held a postdoctoral position with the 
UT Department of Mathematics� His research 
interests are nonlinear partial differential 
equations and optimal control theory and 
mathematical biology�

Modern foreign  
Languages and Literatures
sarah V. eldridge earned a PhD in German 
literature from Princeton University� Her research 
interests focus on eighteenth- and nineteenth-
century German literature, particularly the genre 
of the novel, its emergence as a vehicle for 
self-expression and societal experimentation 
around the turn of the nineteenth century, and 
its intersections with biology, pedagogy, and law�
 
Music
Jacqueline a. avila holds a PhD in music from 
the University of California, Riverside� She 
was a recipient of the UC MEXUS Dissertation 
Research Grant and the American Musicological 
Society’s Howard Meyer Brown Fellowship� Her 
research interests include Mexican modernism, 
nationalism, and cinema and media studies�

 
 

 
NeW FACULTY
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andrew M. Bliss received a DMA in percussion 
performance from the University of Kentucky 
and was previously on the music faculty at the 
University of Tennessee at Martin in an unrelated 
appointment� His research interests involve 
music and number as well as the trajectory of 
the percussion repertoire within sociological, 
historical, and cultural contexts� He is the artistic 
director of the nief-norf Summer Festival, an 
interdisciplinary music festival which brings 
together dozens of performers, composers, and 
scholars to collaborate on the performance, 
creation, and discussion of contemporary solo 
and chamber music� 

PoLiticaL science
curtis M. Bell earned a PhD in political science 
from the University of Colorado Boulder� His area 
of expertise is international relations, and his 
research focuses on civil war and the politics of 
failing states� His dissertation explores how leaders 
of weak, conflict-prone regimes can best use their 
scarce financial resources to avoid destabilizing 
political violence� Work from this project is 
published in International Studies Quarterly�

scott r. Powell holds a PhD in political science 
at Ohio State University, where he also earned 
MA degrees in economics and political science� 
His primary area of research concerns the 
social policies of Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Development (OECD) 
governments, with a particular focus on the 
causes and consequences of labor  
and employment policies� His other research 
interests include comparative and international 
political economy, trade union politics, and 
quantitative methodology�

adrienne r. smith received a PhD from Emory 
University in 2012� Her research focuses on 
questions of political representation and 
public policy processes in American politics, 
particularly in the subfields of urban politics, 
state politics, and gender and politics� She is 
currently working on a book-length project 
on the politics of women’s representation in 
American cities� Her research has appeared 
in the American Journal of Political Science, 
American Politics Research, and Political 
Research Quarterly�

PHiLosoPHy
nora L. Berenstain earned a PhD in philosophy 
from the University of Texas at Austin� She works 
in the philosophy of science and metaphysics 
and has a special interest in the metaphysical 
status of mathematical structures and laws in 
scientific explanation�  

Markus kohl received a PhD in philosophy 
from the University of California, Berkeley� He 
works in the history of philosophy, mainly on 
Aristotle and Kant, and in particular on what 
we can learn from putting in dialogue their 
respective approaches and answers to certain 
core questions of ethics, epistemology, and 
metaphysics�

PHysics & astronoMy
Haidong Zhou earned a PhD in physics from 
the University of Texas at Austin� His research 
focus is to design, fabricate, and characterize 
new materials—especially new single crystals—
with intriguing physical properties and potential 
applications� Professor Zhou has more than 
eighty publications in scientific journals, 
including the prestigious journals Nature  
Physics, Nature Communications, and Physical 
Review Letters�
 
christine nattrass holds a PhD in physics 
from Yale University� She has worked on 
large international projects, such as ALICE, 
PHENIX, and STAR� Her research focuses on the 
properties of the quark gluon plasma using the 
ALICE detector at the Large Hadron Collider in 
Geneva, Switzerland�

 
NeW FACULTY
(continued)

PsycHoLogy
Jennifer Bolden received a PhD in psychology 
from the University of Central Florida� Her 
research is focused on understanding cognitive 
and behavioral correlates of attention, learning, 
and disruptive behavior problems in children�

garriy shteynberg earned a PhD in psychology 
from the University of Maryland and previously 
held a postdoctoral position at Northwestern 
University� His research is focused on the 
emergence of culture, cross cultural differences, 
and social identity�

reLigious studies
erin d. darby received a PhD in religion from 
Duke University� Her research areas include Near 
Eastern archaeology, the Hebrew Bible, Israelite 
iconography, and the history of early Judaism� 
She is currently publishing her dissertation, 
“Interpreting Judean Pillar Figurines: Gender and 
Empire in Judean Apotropaic Ritual,” and she is 
preparing for the upcoming field season at the 
site of ‘Ayn Gharandal in southern Jordan, where 
she co-directs excavations�

youshaa Patel holds a PhD in religion at Duke 
University�  Before joining UT as assistant 
professor of religious studies, he held a Mellon 
pre/post-doctoral fellowship at the Center for 
Global Islamic Studies at Lehigh University�  
His primary research crosses the intersection 
of Islam, ethics, and public life, with special 
interests in inter-religious cooperation and 
conflict and Islamic scripture and law in the 
Middle East and South Asia�

 
NeW FACULTY
(continued)

PROMOTION AND TeNURe

antHroPoLogy
Barbara J. Heath was granted tenure and 
promoted to associate professor� She received 
a PhD in American civilization/historical 
archaeology from the University of Pennsylvania, 
and her research seeks to illuminate the lifeways 
of enslaved Africans in the southeastern United 
States� A National Endowment of the Humanities 
Collaborative Research grantee, her co-edited 
volume, Jefferson’s Poplar Forest: Unearthing 
a Virginia Plantation, was published by the 
University Press of Florida in 2012�

art
emily Ward Bivens was granted tenure 
and promoted to associate professor� She 
received her MFA in art from the University of 
Colorado Boulder� She is a performance artist 
and a member of the Bridge Club, an artists 
collaborative whose interdisciplinary installation, 
video, live performance, and digital media works 
are site- and context- specific� The Bridge Club 
has performed recently in Richmond, Las Vegas, 
Houston, and Atlanta�

ecoLogy and eVoLutionary BioLogy
aimée t. classen was granted tenure and 
promoted to associate professor� She holds a 
PhD from the University of Northern Arizona 
and is an internationally recognized ecosystem 
ecologist� Her research concerns carbon and 
nitrogen nutrient cycling and above- and below-
ground responses of ecological communities 
to climate change� She was recently named 
associate editor and chief of ecological 
monographs and serves on the editorial boards 
of Ecology and Ecology Letters, both among the 
top five journals in the field of ecology�

nathan J. sanders was promoted to professor� 
He received a PhD from Stanford University 
and is an internationally renowned ecologist 
who studies the effects of biotic and abiotic 
factors, including elevation, climate change, 
and introduced species, on the structure of 
ant communities� He was appointed James 
R� Cox Professor in 2012 in recognition of his 
contributions in teaching and research�
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engLisH
Misty g. anderson was promoted to professor�  
She holds a PhD in English from Vanderbilt 
University and is a specialist in Restoration 
and eighteenth-century literature� Her book, 
Imagining Methodism in Eighteenth Century 
Britain: Enthusiasm, Belief, and the Borders of 
the Self, was published in 2012 by Johns Hopkins 
University Press� 

gichingiri ndigirigi was granted tenure and 
promoted to associate professor� He holds a PhD 
in theatre from the University of California, Los 
Angeles, and his research focuses on African 
diasporic literatures and performance�

anthony Welch was granted tenure and 
promoted to associate professor� He holds a 
PhD in English language and literature from Yale 
University, and his research focuses on English 
Renaissance literature with an emphasis on 
seventeenth-century literature and the writings 
of John Milton�

geograPHy
derek H. alderman was granted tenure 
and appointed professor and head of the 
Department of Geography� He holds a PhD in 
geography from the University of Georgia and 
previously held the position of professor at 
East Carolina University in North Carolina� His 
research focuses on public memory, heritage 
tourism, the American South, African American 
identity and place-making, and the politics of 
naming streets for Martin Luther King Jr�

yingkui “Philip” Li was granted tenure and 
promoted to associate professor� He holds a PhD 
in physical geography from Peking University, 
China, and his research focuses on paleo-
climate/environmental reconstruction, climate/
human impacts on the environment, and GIS and 
spatial analysis�

History
chad t. Black was granted tenure and promoted 
to associate professor� An expert on colonial 
Latin American history, he holds a PhD from the 
University of New Mexico and is the author of 
Limits of Gender Domination: Women, Law, and 
Political Crisis in Quito, 1765–1830 (University of 
New Mexico Press, 2010)�

christopher P. Magra was granted tenure and 
promoted to associated professor� A scholar of 
colonial American history, he received a PhD 
from the University of Pittsburgh� He is author of 
The Fisherman’s Cause: Atlantic Commerce and 
Maritime Dimensions of the American Revolution 
(Cambridge University Press, 2009), winner of 
the 2010 Winslow House Book Award�

a. denise Phillips was granted tenure and 
promoted to associate professor� She earned a 
PhD from Harvard University and is a historian 
of German science in the eighteenth and 
nineteenth centuries� Her Acolytes of Nature: 
Defining Natural Science in Germany, 1770–1850, 
was published by the University of Chicago 
Press in 2012� She spent last academic year in 
Germany on a Fulbright Research Fellowship�  

Jay c. rubenstein was promoted to professor 
and awarded an Alvin and Sally Beaman 
Professorship� A Rhodes Scholar, he received a 
PhD from the University of California, Berkeley, 
and has held NEH, ACLS, and MacArthur 
fellowships� Among his most recent publications 
are Armies of Heaven: The First Crusade and 
the Quest for Apocalypse (Basic Books, 2011) 
and, with Joseph McAlhany, Guibert of Nogent, 
Monodies and On the Relics of Saints: The 
Autobiography of a French Monk from the Time 
of the Crusades (Penguin Classics, 2011)�

MatHeMatics
Luis r. a. finotti was granted tenure and 
promoted to associate professor� He received 
a PhD in mathematics from the University 
of Texas at Austin and his research interests 
are algebraic number theory and arithmetic 
algebraic geometry� His prior appointments 
include visiting assistant professor at Ohio State 
University and the University of California,  
Santa Barbara�

 
PROMOTION AND TeNURe
(continued)

steven M. Wise was granted tenure and 
promoted to associate professor� He earned a 
PhD from the University of Virginia in 2003� His 
research focuses on computational mathematics, 
mathematical biology, and computational 
materials science� His prior appointments include 
postdoctoral researcher and visiting assistant 
professor at the University of California, Irvine�

Modern foreign 
Languages and Literatures
adrian del caro was granted tenure and 
appointed professor of German and head of 
the Department of Modern Foreign Languages 
and Literatures� He received a PhD in German 
from the University of Minnesota� Professor Del 
Caro’s research interests include philosophy and 
literature, German and Austrian literature and 
thought (circa 1770 to the present), and poetics� 
He is a translator of German philosophy and 
literature and has authored six monographs, 
the most recent being Grounding the Nietzsche 
Rhetoric of Earth� His book in progress is about 
the Earth Spirit of Goethe’s Faust�

daniel H. Magilow was granted tenure and 
promoted to associate professor� He holds 
a PhD in German studies from Princeton 
University, and his research interests include 
Holocaust studies, Weimar Germany, and the 
history of photography� He is the author, editor, 
and translator of several books, including The 
Photography of Crisis: The Photo Essays of 
Weimar Germany (The Pennsylvania State 
University Press, 2012)� 

Music
Jeffrey L. Pappas was granted tenure and 
appointed professor and director of the School 
of Music� He received the DMA in choral 
conducting and pedagogy from the University 
of Iowa� His choirs have performed nationally 
and internationally and in two major music 
conventions� He is frequently called on to be a 
guest conductor, clinician, and adjudicator at 
choral festivals, workshops, and competitions 
throughout the United States�

PHiLosoPHy
eJ coffman was granted tenure and promoted 
to associate professor� He earned a PhD from the 
University of Notre Dame in 2006� He works in 
epistemology, metaphysics, and the philosophy 
of religion� He is internationally recognized 
as a leading figure of his generation working 
toward a coherent philosophical understanding 
of (among other things) the metaphysical 
possibility of free will, the conditions essential to 
knowledge beyond justified true belief, and the 
concept and essential nature of luck� He  
has published or has in press more than  
twenty articles or chapters in some of the  
most prestigious journals and fora available  
to philosophers�

PHysics and astronoMy
robert k. grzywacz was promoted to professor� 
He received a PhD in physics from Warsaw 
University in Poland, and his specific area of 
research is nuclear physics, specifically research 
on exotic nuclei� His research has led to important 
breakthroughs in developing new experimental 
measurement techniques, among which the use 
of digital signal processing has revolutionized 
nuclear spectroscopy measurements�
 
katherine (kate) L. grzywacz-Jones was 
granted tenure and promoted to associate 
professor� She holds a PhD in experimental 
nuclear physics from the University of Surrey in 
the United Kingdom� Her research is focused on 
techniques that use direct reactions of beams 
of radioactive nuclei with stable targets in order 
to extract information about the structure of the 
atomic nucleus� Professor Grzywacz-Jones is 
considered one of the upcoming world leaders in 
nuclear structure and nuclear reaction physics�

PoLiticaL science
Wonjae Hwang was granted tenure and 
promoted to associate professor� He received 
his PhD in political science from Michigan State 
University in 2004� His principal teaching and 
research field is international relations with 
emphasis on international political economy, 
international institutions, international conflict, 
and globalization� He is an expert in research 
methodology, including Bayesian methods, 
multilevel hierarchical modeling, and maximum 
likelihood estimation�

 
PROMOTION AND TeNURe
(continued)
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PsycHoLogy
kristina c. gordon was promoted to professor�  
She received a PhD in psychology from the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
and has an internationally renowned research 
program aimed at developing couples’ 
interventions to improve relationships and 
individual health� She recently received a $2�1 
million federal grant to provide a brief couples’ 
intervention program to help low-income couples 
improve the quality of their relationships� 

todd M. Moore was granted tenure and 
promoted to associate professor� He holds a 
PhD in psychology from Virginia Tech, and his 
research focuses on the relationship between 
substance use and intimate partner violence,  
as well as the impact of gender role stress  
on men’s health and behavior� He currently 
serves as the director of the doctoral program  
in clinical psychology�

gina P. owens was granted tenure and 
promoted to associate professor� She received 
her PhD from the University of Kentucky, and 
her research program focuses on traumatic 
stress and coping� She is especially focused on 
understanding the meaning-making process for 
military veterans after combat exposure and its 
impact on mental health outcomes�

 
PROMOTION AND TeNURe
(continued)

 
FACULTY ReTIReMeNTS

ecoLogy and eVoLutionary BioLogy
neil greenberg retired in July 2012 following 
thirty-four years of service� He received a BA 
in zoology from Drew University, an MS in 
zoology from Rutgers University, and a PhD 
in zoology at the Institute of Animal Behavior 
from Rutgers University� Professor Greenberg 
joined the Department of Zoology as an 
assistant professor in 1978, received tenure and 
was promoted to associate professor in 1984, 
and was promoted to professor in 1995� That 
year, he joined the Department of Ecology and 
Evolutionary Biology� He was elected a fellow of 
the American Association for the Advancement 
of Science in 1994 and from 1999 until the time 
of his retirement, was director of the University 
Studies Program� His research interests involve 
neurophysiological and ethological studies of 
social behavior in reptiles� Professor Greenberg 
will continue his affiliation with the Department 
of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology as 
professor emeritus�

engLisH
Bethany k. dumas retired in May 2012 following 
thirty-eight years of service� Having received 
a BA in English from Lamar University, an MA 
in English from the University of Arkansas, 
and a PhD in English and linguistics from the 
University of Arkansas, Professor Dumas joined 
the Department of English as an associate 
professor in 1974 and was promoted to professor 
in 2002� She earned a JD from the UT College of 
Law in 1985� A scholar of American English, she 
also specialized in applied linguistics, including 
forensic linguistics and the study of legal 
language� In addition to work in the  
English department, she was a long-time 
member of the Interdisciplinary Program in 
Linguistics� Professor Dumas has been named 
professor emeritus�

History
Palmira J. Brummett retired in May 2012 after 
twenty-five years of service� A leading expert 
in Ottoman history, she became a member 
of the history department in 1987, retiring as 
professor of history and Distinguished Professor 
of Humanities in the spring of 2012 after twenty-
five years of service� She received a BA, an MA, 
and a PhD from the University of Chicago and 
holds a Master of Public Health degree from the 
University of Illinois� She published more than 
thirty scholarly articles and wrote two highly 
regarded monographs: Image and Imperialism 
in the Ottoman Press, 1908-1911 (2000) and 
Ottoman Seapower and Levantine Diplomacy 
in the Age of Discovery (1994), both published 
by SUNY Press’s distinguished series on Islamic 
history� During the course of her illustrious 
career, Professor Brummett held fellowships 
from both the National Endowment for the 
Humanities and the American Council of Learned 
Societies� An excellent department citizen who 
served for five years as associate head, Professor 
Brummett has been named professor emerita�

MatHeMatics
don B. Hinton retires in December 2012, 
following forty-two years of service� Professor 
Hinton received a BS in electrical engineering 
from UT in 1960 and a PhD from UT in 1963� 
He joined the mathematics department in 1970 
as an associate professor, received tenure in 
1968, and was promoted to professor in 1974� 
He also had visiting positions at Virginia Tech, 
the University of Alabama, and the University 
of Dortmund� Professor Hinton had twelve PhD 
students and sixteen master’s students during 
his long career� He is on several editorial boards 
and served as a referee for numerous journals�
 

Modern foreign  
Languages and Literatures
c. Jeffries (Jeff) Mellor retired in June 2012 
following forty-two years of service� He 
received a BA, an MA, and a PhD in German 
at the University of Chicago� Professor Mellor 
joined the Germanic and Slavic languages 
department as an assistant professor in 1972, 
received tenure in 1976, and was promoted to 
associate professor in 1980 and to professor in 
1998� He has filled key administrative roles in 
the department, including interim head from 
2004 to 2007 and chair of the German section 
from 2008 to 2012� He is a linguist who wrote 
his dissertation on Jacob Grimm’s monumental 
dictionary of the German language� A leading 
voice on matters of German pedagogy in 
Tennessee and in the United States for more 
than four decades, Professor Mellor served 
from 2000 to 2004 as editor of the leading 
scholarly journal for German pedagogy, Die 
Unterrichtspraxis/Teaching German� To this day, 
he continues to play a statesman’s role in the 
Department of Modern Foreign Languages and 
Literatures while maintaining a fantastic sense of 
humor through it all�

PHiLosoPHy
richard e. aquila retired in July 2012 as 
professor of philosophy after thirty eight 
years of service� He earned a BA from Harvard 
University and a PhD from Northwestern 
University� After spending a few years at Duke 
University as an assistant professor, he moved 
to UT in 1974� Over the course of his career, he 
published three scholarly monographs, two 
substantial and scholarly translations, some 
fifty scholarly articles, and twenty-five reviews� 
He is a past president of the North American 
Kant Society and has for the last fifteen years 
served as a co-editor of Kantian Review, now a 
leading Kant journal� He has been recognized at 
UT as a Distinguished Professor of Humanities 
and a Lindsay Young Professor and has been 
awarded the Chancellor’s Citation for Research 
and Creative Achievement� He continues his 
affiliation with the philosophy department as 
professor emeritus�

 
FACULTY ReTIReMeNTS
(continued)
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Combining careers playing with jazz greats like Donald Brown, Woody Herman, or Dizzy Gillespie 
with a stint playing rock, R&B, and pop tunes in the Rust band during the ’80s, Boling, Brown, and 
Holloway have been playing and teaching together at UT since 1982� Mark Boling (guitar), Keith 
Brown (drums), and Rusty Holloway (bass) are associate professors in the School of Music� 
 Mark Boling has released three albums as a bandleader featuring the trio� Their first release, 
Evidence, was featured on the syndicated Jazz South radio program in 2002 as an “Outstanding 
Recording by a Southern Artist�” Tune Me, Boling’s second recording as a leader, features nine of 
his original compositions and spotlights the trio, plus Donald Brown, Zim Ngqawana, and Carlos 
Fernandez� On their latest studio album, Trio Life, released April 2012, the trio documents a musical 
journey of several decades�
 The trio often collaborates with visiting musicians on recordings and concerts, resulting in 
collaborations like recordings with the East Coast Standards Time Band (Impressions on the Altrue 
label) and with South African saxophonist Zim Ngqawana (Zimology in Concert USA on the Sheer 
Sound label)� In May 2009, Zimology won the South African Music Award (SAMA) in the “Best 
Traditional Jazz” category�
 With more than ten years of working together in the rhythm section of the Knoxville Jazz 
Orchestra, the trio has performed concerts with a long line of visiting jazz artists that includes some 
of the best-known names in the jazz world� Recent notable performances of the trio include jazz 
festivals in California and Japan and concerts at universities in Virginia, North Carolina, and Georgia� 
In addition, the trio is a significant force in the vibrant local jazz scene, performing every Thursday at 
the renowned Baker Peters Jazz Club�

The bOLING, bROWN, AND hOLLOWAY 
JAzz TRIO

PoLiticaL science
William Lyons retired in December 2011 after 
thirty-six years of service� Professor Lyons 
received a PhD from the University of Oklahoma 
in 1974� During his career at UT, Professor 
Lyons conducted research and taught classes 
in American politics with emphases on public 
opinion, voting behavior, and local government� 
He authored numerous articles in professional 
journals and co-authored two books� He 
currently works as deputy to the mayor for the 
city of Knoxville� 

PsycHoLogy
richard a. saudargas retired in May 2012 
following thirty-six years of service� He 
received a PhD in psychology from Florida 
State University in 1972� Professor Saudargas 
joined the psychology department in 1976 as 
an assistant professor, received tenure and 
promotion to associate professor in 1980, and 
was promoted to professor in 1990� Professor 
Saudargas began his career at UT as a member 
of the school psychology faculty and trained 
graduate students in assessment and behavior 
interventions with schools and families� After 
the school psychology program moved to the 
College of Education, he became a member 
of the department’s interdisciplinary animal 
behavior ethology program, which led to 
research at the Knoxville Zoo working with the 
zoo staff on behavior management of animals 
and husbandry procedures� At the zoo, he 
also helped graduate students do theses and 
dissertations focusing on seals, elephants, 
otters, chimpanzees, red pandas, and rhinos�  
He also served as director of the psychology 
department’s undergraduate program� He has 
taught a graduate course on college teaching 
and supervised graduate student instructors 
who teach introductory psychology courses� 
Professor Saudargas has been named professor 
emeritus and is currently teaching for the 
department while helping train his successor 
under a post-retirement agreement�
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